PIREENI SUNDARALINGAM 

(Poetry bio)

Born in Sri Lanka and educated at the University of Oxford, Pireeni Sundaralingam currently lives in San Francisco.

Her poetry has been featured in national newspapers, political journals, and anthologies in both the USA and Europe, including The Progressive (USA), The Guardian newspaper (UK), Cyphers (Eire), The May Anthology of Oxford and Cambridge Poetry (Cherwell, 1992), So Luminous the Wildflowers: an Anthology of Californian Poets (Tebot Bach, 2003), Contemporary Voices from the East (Norton, 2008), and Masala (Macmillan, 2005), as well as in college texts such as Three Genres (Prentice Hall, 8th edition, 2006). In 2003, Ploughshares named Sundaralingam as “One of America’s Emerging Writers”. 

Her poetry awards include a Californian Zellerbach grant as well as the Potrero Nuevo Fund Prize. In addition, she is a PEN USA Rosenthal Fellow and was Major Artist in Residence at the Berklee College of Music in 2005. In 2011, Pireeni received the 2011 N.California Book award for her role as co-editor of Indivisible: An Anthology of Contemporary South Asian American Poetry (University of Arkansas Press).

Sundaralingam has served as a judge on diverse literary awards panels, including the Marin County Arts Council the Arroyo Arts Collective’s annual contest for Los Angeles poets and PEN Oakland’s International Literary Awards committee. In April 2006, Sundaralingam presented the keynote address at the conference of Associated English studies programs, hosted by the University of Southern California.

Sundaralingam has given poetry readings at numerous venues and festivals including the  Barbican Theatre (UK), the LA Times Festival of Books, the Cheltenham Festival of Literature in the UK, and Cuisle (the International Festival of Poetry, in Limerick, Ireland). Her poetry has been translated into several languages including Gaelic, Swedish, Vietnamese, and Tamil, and is currently featured in the International Museum of Women.
