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	“I’ve had the privilege of coming into contact with many great artists. 

I think the amazing duo of Pireeni Sundaralingam and violinist Colm O’Riain to be one of the finest examples of all I have ever believed in 

— the vision of Art as healer, communicator, a piece of magic that brings people together."

~ Avotcja Jiltonilro, San Francisco

KPFA Radio “ Music of the World”/ KPOO radio “La Verdad Musical”


Weaving together poetry and music, Irish violinist Colm O’Riain and Sri Lankan poet Pireeni Sundaralingam explore the rich interconnections between a host of lyric traditions, including Irish ballad, Indian raag, Bayou blues and gypsy jazz. 

Their work has previously been featured in three continents, including Cuisle: the Limerick International Poetry Festival (Ireland), LitQuake  Festival of Literature (San Francisco),  the  Cheltenham Festival of Literature (UK), and  the Irish Consulate (Vietnam). Together, they have been selected for  a variety of awards and  college posts, such as the "Major Artistic Residency" at Berklee College of Music in Boston (2005 & 2008).

Their CD “Bridge Across the Blue” brings together musicians and writers from a host of different ethnic traditions, to tell the immigrant stories of America.  Recipient of the Potrero Nuevo Fund Prize, the album is already garnering much critical attention, including being selected by the About.com website as “one of the best poetry anthology recordings of all time”.

Highlights of Word & Violin’s  performances include:

   *  Irish Consulate, Hanoi (Vietnam 2010)

    *  Cork Literary Festival (Ireland, 2007)

    *  Keynote Address: English Studies Association Conference (LA, 2006)

    *  Swedish National Public Radio: interview and performance (2005)

    *  West Coast Live radio show (2004)

      
Guest appearance and interview.   Broadcast to over 65 US stations

    *  Cheltenham Festival of Literature (UK, 2004)

    *  Crossroads Festival (San Francisco, 2004)

      
National Arts Festival of  Irish-American Culture

    *  Artwallah (Los Angeles, 2003, 2002)
Tel: +1-415-550-1839    |   Web:   wordandviolin.com  |   Email: pireenis@yahoo.com
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